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The Next Person You Meet In Heaven
Is there life after death? If yes, why do we fear and hate death especially when it involves our loved ones and friends? In the novel 'The Next Person You Meet In Heaven', Mitch Albom is trying to show how life gives us a second chance when least expected. Through the life of Annie, the main character, we can get an insight into things that happen in people's lives hence helping to alleviate the fear of death. Death is an avenue to another life of reunion with loved ones, offers a period of peaceful redemption, and authenticity that life has a purpose. 
Reunion is a major theme portrayed in the novel. When Annie and Paulo are involved in an accident by crashing, they are taken to the hospital where she offers Paulo one of her lungs. She feels the world is slipping away from her after which she is met by Sameer a young man who insists to be from Annie’s past. He is the doctor who reattached Annie’s hand but she doesn’t recognize the surrounding. She asks “Is this really heaven? why are you the person greeting me? Aren't I supposed to see God? Or Jesus? Or at least someone I remember?” Albom, 6). She, later on, meets Lorraine, Eddie, and lastly, Paolo appears to her. This becomes a clear indication that she wasn't in the world of the living but in heaven, reunited with her friends and husband Paulo. 
Eddie is an old man, working as a maintenance worker who saved Annie’s life years ago and died in an accident. In her realization, Annie is seeing Eddie wearing a brown uniform and linen cap. He declares to Annie, “Mistakes? That's what I'm here to teach you about. You felt like you kept making them? You feel like maybe you made one now?” (Albom, 3). He tries to show Annie that life after death gives people an opportunity for redemption. Eddie tells Annie that he lived thinking that his whole life was a mistake, trying to make things right but gave up like she used to think. He is helping Annie to recover from self-pity and start living a new happy life. 
Paolo marries Annie after reuniting years after high school. They are involved in an accident and Paolo dies leaving Annie. He is the last person who appears to Annie after Eddie. He is a symbol of love never goes away with death. When he appears, a realization hits Annie, “Love comes when you least expect it. Love comes when you most need it. Love comes when you are ready to receive it or can no longer deny it” (Albom, 12). These are common expressions that hold varying truths of love. For a long time, approximately ten years, Annie didn’t expect another lover and she didn’t get any in return since Paolo was her only love. 
In conclusion, the novel is a profound eye-opener of how promising life after death can be when everyone reunites with loved ones. Issues about the past mistakes redeemed, and acquisition of a peaceful new life. Flashbacking into Annie's life, it is clear that it can happen to anyone's life. One needs not to fear death but, know that everyone's life is has a meaning. 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Works cited 
Albom M. The Next Person You Meet in Heaven Summary & Study Guide, 2021. Retrieve on January 28, 2021, from.  https://www.nyjournalofbooks.com/book-review/next-person
Lepri, C.N. The Next Person You Meet in Heaven: The Sequel to The Five People You Meet in Heaven, 2018. Retrieved on January 28, 2021, from.  http://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-next-person-you-meet-in-heaven/#gsc.tab=0


  
